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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The rapid sale which the fonner editions of this 
small Pamphlet have met with^ and the pressing or^ 
ders received for further supplies^ have induced 
the Author to publish a Third edition, which he has 
carefully corrected, and also mitde 9ome additioas 
thereto. 

Febniaiy, 1810* . 
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JMEany (erroneous reports having been circulated re- 
specting this wonderful phepomenon, the author was 
impressed with an idea, that a smaiLpublication, giv- 
ing a true statement qf the case, would^ not be unac- 
ceptable to the public. Under this iippression, he lias 
been induced to publish the following particulars, 
which he thinks will tend to remove the doubts still 
exis.ting. in the minds of many individuals. The facts 
herein related, are authenticated in 3uch a manner as 
not to. leave room for the smallest shadow ofcdoubt ; 
nor doeft it contain a single ass^ertion for wliich he bias 
not the best authority. 

At a time like the present, when prejudice is so 
very prevalent with mankind, even with people the 
most respectable, it is no easy matter to convince them 
of so extraordinary an occurrence. Incredible how- 
ever as it may appear to those who have not before 
heard of it, be can assure them from the best testimo- 
nies, that it is no less true than wonderful. 
. Many amongst those who have. been told of the 
circumstance, especially those who do not live in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the woman,. still discre> 
dit it, and remain unconvinced even now ; yet the 
author is inclined, to think, that such persons have not 
•been sufficicintly informedof every circumstance rela- 
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y INTRODUCTION. 

tive thereto^ or surely they ]»yould not be so obstipate 
as to deny facts, that have the authenticity of men of 
the first respectabihty, amongst whom are several in 
the medical profession. 

Mr. Taylor, a ^)>6^tAb-t^ metiieal gentleman, who 
undertook to investigate the affair, is a man of strict 
scrntiny ; he used, every means to detect her, iand 
had she been gUilty bf deceit, it were itttpossible 
that it coiild have, escaped bis petietratipn. He likd 
others, was at. first prepossessed with a strong pi'^ju- 
dice against fifer, whifch nothifig but the ihost con- 
vincing pr 00^1^ could have rfemovei He was so con- 
j^dent in his own mind, that it >vas an iii^position, 
that he went with the intfetit: bf discore^ring the cheat 
and punishing the impostots : however, l^fe hfed not 
been there more than two days, beforfe he began, iti 
some measure, to rek^ frotn his suspicions. H^t 
willingness to submit to bvejry thing that he propp&ed, 
and even consenting to be rekftoVed from her o^h 
house to anoth^, which was pro6ure4 (in order the 
more effectually tb carry on the itirestigatioh), wetfe 
circumstances niuch in heir favour. So vfery strict 
was he, that he suffered ho perBbn of her acquain- 
tance to come ne^ her, atid during the watcl^ i^ich 
continued sixteen d^ys and nights ( of which J 
shall hereiafter give an account) ho person was siioW'. 
ed to attend j but $ach as discredited thefax:.t; add by 
his means it; i^as mote ifi his power to convince the 
public of her ihoi^cence, which at that time vcty few 
even in the same toWn would believe; but sihce 
tht investigation ther^ is ' scarcely one persbn in or 
xie|r Tuthury, but is well assUt/Bd of the triith bf the ' 



t\\^ IfAU^ tljat has tal^ep' plage wit;hiij.|ljis l^st ceniuxy, 
tk9 qiriQup^staac^St ^^tcpdipg wluxji^-ip^jr.ii^d tQ ypg- 
yi^e maay ifUo.^^ih^ tiflna ff^^lj^^y^^ i^jp prepK^^t 
c^.j ^.:Pfej^dicj9. js gener^ly. j^^ropgei; agftiii5t_^ 

. unptec^pmed 09c^rpp9e^ Vbfiawjbere.^W.t|iix)g pf,a 
similafr paf^ure l^a^ l^g^e byeh|pe^rdof^ ^IwilltHi?p^- 
fore brii^g; forward, t)¥o instanqea .qf eq^jy ^J^^fpr- 
diuary cases of al^s^^uje^^e^ rjel^ted in tj^^ jPUUp^r^pJji- 
cal Traqsi^ctians : ;.,. • ^ :^ ; ; ::(.ii 

V In the year 1124, Jpl\n Fef'gus^Qi\, of.KiUnx^- 

. foo^d, in ilfgyle^l^ife^ oyertefited Wpsclf in the pur- 
suit of cattle on fhe^ tpf^v^tdivLS, ;d^p^. Jargely of coW 
wat^r, ain^fell ^Ijaicg/ :IJ^4ept for fpur-and-twenty 
hoi|irs^ jB^nd F^t^ \jf\ J.t>igH f^ver : ever sipce his sto- 

' niach.U>athQd an^.p^u^d retpjui i}0 kind of aliment b^t 
wat^r. .A neighba^riag gentleman (Mr. Campbell) 
tor w)i9m h^ faj:!^. w^ tenant^ loqked him up for 
t\ycpty d9fs^ supplying hjm daily \yith water, and 
taking care that he should have no other food i but it 
XA^^ P^ difierencet ^i^^in his look or strength ; at 
tbe age of thirty-sj^ (vrhei^ the account was sent to 
the Philosophical Society) he wa^ of a fresh com- 
pletion, and as strong as a^y common 49t^n. *'; 

** Qilbert Jackson, of Carse-Qrai)ge, Scotland, 

. about |^ft0en years 9f $ge, in F^bru^y }716 was seiz- 
ed vi^b ja violent fever, which returned in April for 
three weeks, and again on the 10th of June^^he.th^n 
lost his speech, his stomach, and the use of his limbs, 
and could not be persuaded to eat or drink any thing. 
May 26, 1717, his fever left him, but he was still dc* 
prived of speech, and of the use of his limbs, and took 



'vi tNTROmfcriON. 

'HO food wKateviir; June 30th be was seized with a 

{2v4f agaJn, iild' the'next day tfecorered his- speech, 

hxkt without eating or drinkirijg, or the use of his^limbs. 
'On tfhe 11th of Ofetoter he recovered his heallb, with 
'the I'fte'iof onc'oF'fiis'legsi but neither ea^^or drank ; 

only ' soi6etitii'e J ^washed his month with water. -On 
"Ifhe 18tB of Ji'iie 1718' the fever returned and lasted 

Vill^iSeptemlyer*: lie then rfccdvered, and cbfttinued 
*"ih'|rretty good ' hdalth and fresh coloured , but took 

no kind of meat or drink. On the 9th of Jutie 1719, 
' he \^a§ again' seized With a severe fever ; on thie 10th 

at night his father prevailed'6n' him to t^ke^ spoon- 
■^iil' of milk boiled with oatbi^I i it stuck so long in his 

ihroat; that' h'ls -friends feaifed hd had* been choaked ; 

• but ever sin ce that time hfe 'took food , thoug'h so little, 
that. a halfpenny loaf served *him for eight days-.* All 
ihe^ time he fasted^ he Bad no evaciiatibn, either by 

'stool or' urine ; find it was* fourteen days after he be- 
•'gan:t6 cat, -before he had'any*: — ^He still continued in 
pVc^ty 'f]^?otMiealth/* ',: ...•,. . . .^ j..-. 

■ Tbtf.s'it ifjhcKvs, how wonderful are the various sour- 
•fcis of nafiire!' -with what wisdom" has the 'Alihighty 
']^lai?!rfed man's tnortal system t-^^t is beyond our com- 
prehension^ discorer preciselj^ the mean's bjr which 

• rife'ha^bcenrmaihtaihediuso extraordinary a Ofiranner. 
Th<;?reifc*Vast room for spetJiilation on this point ; but 
thci' iHdVo*'4\»c" siarch into it:, the "riiore v/c ai^ lost in 

^ • • • 
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j^iiN MOOk, tlie suWiect of the"f6lJowing sheetsi 
\)i)as bom in l761,at'R9sfest6hln D^ : her ^zr 

rpnt3, though poor,, were industritfu's { ' ^ad hetjftther,' 
whQse name Was Pegg, w:orked as a labdtirih^ mart \ 
hei: mother is still living. * ! . . 

She was m^-rried at tne. age of 21,' to Jatnes Mobr^ 
a labouring man, and the natural son of a #oriiati by 
the name of llaikin : owing to this circumstance, some 
ambiguity has been occasioned '\tith respect to her 
name, but shq is genefatly known by that of Moor. 
It does not appear that she lived happily with her 
husband during the short time she was with him, for 
soon after marriage they separated by mutual consent. 
After their separation she had two children, a boy 
and girL by a pprson in the neighbourhood of Tut- 
bury, with whom.^be lived as servant ; the girl is with 
her mother, and goes to school at Tiitbury- 

* Nanny appears to have had a tolerable education^ 
for a woman in her sphere of life, arxd. possesses great 
s;rcngth of mind.; she has a niuch larger stock of ideas 
than is often found even with people who have had the 
advantage of a superior education. All the former 
part.of ner life she lived out at scr%'ice in diffarent 
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places about the neighbourhood of her native village'|» 
and for some time previous to her state of ano* 
xexy, or abstinence, was chiefly employed fwith 
niost of the poor inhabitants of Tutbury) in beating 
of'* cotton* — It is well known,, that in her younger 
years she was a notorious immoral character, which 
appears not only by the accounts of her neighbours, 
b4it from the corroboration of her own testimony. — 
It seems thaf she ^never |posse^^sed any real religiou?; 
principles, ohftjtbfe sihe w^-atti^ke4 with this extra- 
ordinary affliction^; but which, happily for her, has 
now brought her to a state <rf true repentance. She 
eonfesses tbat she has once through imposition passed 
|br a religious person, merely, for the sake of worldly 
interest, under Ihe mask of h]^pi(>crisy ; but her natufal 
dJLspQ^itiion tended so niuoh to evil, she was' ui;iable to 
eonceal the deceit from the eyes of religious persdns,. 
with \Aora; she hs^d formed acqiiaintanee. It is very^ 
probable th^t the knowledge of these circumstances 
tended more to influence h^r neighbot^rs against her 
oQr the present oQv^ion, than atijr other reasons. Her 
present state of mind is of such calmness and sere- 
nit}^, aqd her doctmnal knowledge so clear and unim- 
1 reachable, .tha,t it must be highly pleasing to every 
over oif n^igion. tO' converse with ner*. 

Her account of the manner in which she was brought 
to a true sense of her situation, is. very artless, the 
.particulars oT which she- related to me as follows : — 
During her illness, a man^who was near neighbour to- 
iler, died in a very sing^ilar and sudden manner ;. hav- 
ing a .fe^^ d^ys' previous to his death foretold that it 
would liapppo* 90 a> certain day. On the morning o£ 
Mie day on which he- said be should die, be appeared 
.to.be as. well in health as. he ever was in his life, 
being naturally of a strong and robust constitution : 
however, on the same evening he died, and his 
corpse exhibited such a dreadful spectacle, as to give 
i-'cason for suspicions that he had poisoned himself ;, 



9 

but whether he did or not, ba^ never Iiae^ascertaioefL 
She being acquainted with the man, and faaviag^seen 
him but a very short time before, the news of his 
d^ath affected her in such a marnier as to bring on a 
happy train of reflections, which through the assists 
ance of the Almighty brought \ier to such a know* 
ledge of herself, as to set before hor eyes the dieadfiat 
state she was in. Ever since that time she has uni^ 
formly and invariably maintained a humbleness and 
meekness of behaviour, constantly praying for the 
me£ation of her Saviour, in whom she places her 
sole confidence. Several remarkable expressions^ 
which have fallen from her lip« during the course 
of. conversation with different peoplG^ are wellvforthy 
of nptice, a»d t^nd much to show the pious stalie of 
her heart : — at one time she expressed a fear, VeA 
people sihoulel consider the wonder that was wroiiglit 
upon her, to be a mark of peculiar sanctity, wwiB 
she herself knew it to be rather a judgment for ber 
sins. Being told by a person that he hoped die 
wouTid soon triumph over the prejudices of the pnblio^ 
by the most unquestionable evidences of her inno- 
cence ; sbesaid, that that was what she prayed againsfc 
night and day, as she was fearful of her own strength^ 
and apprehended that Satan might fill her up with 
higher notions of herself, after people were recon- 
ciled to her, and that for her awn part, she coald 
have been content to have left them in their iinbe«- 
lief, and have carried tlie truth locked up in ber 
breast to the grave ; but she thought it her dntjfr 
to give all the satisfaction required of her. At ano- 
ther time she said, she cordially ftMTgave the most vio- 
lent opposers- of the fact, and acknowledged that thdlr 
angry expressions against her, were well merited by 
her TOrmer miseonduct. 

She has ^11 lately received a snfall allowance froito 
her parish, or what lier husband (who is represented 
to be a man of bad character^ is forced to allow her : 
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biife since the trutU of l>er present stjitc has been* esta^ 
biishcd, slie has been very comfortable, and every 
attiendanoc necessary, procured for her. The. num*; 
bcr of people who go to. see. her is astonishing, and 
every one giving to her a trifle for the benefit of. her. 
cfaildren, she has by this tiipe received something 
very handsome for tliem. She, is rather above the 
common size, and from her appearance has been a 
handsome woman in her younger days. She is natu« 
rally of a chearful and talkative disposition. It can- 
not l>e expected that any thing more tlian what is 
comiron.can have occurred to a woman in her situ- 
ation of life. I shall therefore proceed now to ^tate 
every particular concerning her fasting, &c. .. 
> Hier health, she says, has been declining gradiially 
for many year^ and slie thinks that she has noi teen 
)ah hour free from pain, for nine or ten years previous 
.to. her first loss of .a,ppetite. The cause of which shjC 
fiissigns for it (and it appears to be the most rational 
rsiipposition that can be brought forward ) is, washing 
4>ut- the linen, and attending -a person of tlie name 
of Samuel Orange, who was afflicted with scrofulous 
ulcers, of which . lie, died on the 30th of Octpbei^ 
.1806.* The extreme offensivencss ofth^^ry^ell was 
such, that no person would come near it,- nor could 

♦ This is not unphilosophical ; for what can be more probablje, than 
the stomach talking disease after receiving into it the obnoxious vapoUife 
from the linsn, &«?. ^ alid thus in process of time, by destroyiag the ner- 
vous irritability of the stomach, of course sh^ entirely lo^ her appetite. 
Himgcr of itsiclf; if Tiot«atidfied, will iu time destroy the body, and* it is 
partly owinjr to tlic aimihilation of this scns6 that life still e*ists ; otherwise 
it would act as. a stron.*r stiiimlns and soon desrby it.* 
It is not imposi^ibhf bat that, the imaginotiun. of her. stomach being 

■ diseased might aft'ect tho;n^ryous irritability thereof, and in time even 
cause its destruction. Effects equally wonderftil have been profluc^ 
by the powei of the irtadnation, an.ecdotes of whfch I uill relate. 

A Lady ot my acquaintance had a particular aversiou to cheesQ ; 
her husband, th:oui;h joke, one day during her absepcc from, table, 

(mixed a small quantitv amongst some soup, in such* a manner that 
she conid not perceive it; she having no suspicion of the matter, ate it 

and was perfectly "well foT more than two hours- after, when her huiband 
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arty olie else beddes: Nanny be prevailed upon to at- 
tend him. He continued eight months in that »itv^ 
atiionv daring which time she constantly wait^^d^ppon 
hini, and towards the latter end of. the tipi^. thfe 
'scent was so extremely obnoxious, that sfh6 ^,as 
Bcarcfely able to endure it. On the 4th of Novembct 
1806, she was necessitated to give up bfer work, at 
which time she had lost all desire of food, as well as 
her ability to take it. The amount of solid food which 
she took from that time until March,. did not e^^ceed 
half an ounce in a day ; her drink was usually tiea^ bi)t 
without milk or creams Whatever 9he took brought • 
<tb her imaginatioti the diirgusting stnell of<;orrtipUii^a^ 
^that she thought had disordered.bQrr stoj^aGhir^Tfee 
scent which she Iiad been aceu^stomedjto beajc while 
attending on* tjusi young man, ofteo Tecurred in ^r 

- . , ,. ' * •*^ 

• ..!.>.'. :.;:,■•.•• 

.thinkhig to enjoy the joke aad indulge hijnsQlf wlth-tt lai^^ against Mr, i <. 

b^an to inform bee of tbe trick he had play eel Mpon her : no sooner'was ' 

she acquainted with tbe circumstance, thad Uie disgusting' idea which' she 

id ioiaipnatidn had attached to cheese, recutred with such foite, atid, bad i , 

such an effect, that her ttomach iiqniodiately rejected ite contents* and ! 

s^de her so.exti^piely ill^ ,^hat appiehepsipns were ^0]f some time enter- | • 

tained, it woiQld prove fataL / . 

Itis rery evident that this was entirtflythe effect of imagination. Had y ' ' 

•be never been told, of the cheese she Ulrould never have experienced tbe 



•lightest inconycaiencie from eating it The following^ although it may 

jstion, yet it ten As to' prove "Still 
ftttther.Uie ^tonhhing e^fecti imagination^ cajaab] 



not bear any relation to the case ia question, 



-^ 



A rta d en t at a dissenting academy, WGS^vuas subject to dreams, went 
to b^ one night a little sooner than his companion, who slept with hiro. 
OxK his bedfellow entering the room, he discovered that the young man 
was talking in his skep; and from curiosity attentively listened to what 
he was saying, and soon found from what he beard, that he dreamt he was \ 

Tinder tria} ibr a very- heavy crime. He continued to listen, and at length 
from $onie words. tb»t' wers.spoken, he could understand' that his compa- 
nioa was sentenced .to be hanged. He then remoiaed silent, and a short 
time afterwards raising his hands out of bed, be made the same motion with - 

thera as if he had been climbing a ladder, and when (as he supposed) he ) 

was got up to tbe top« standing upon the scjaffold, hie made a very affecting ■ . * 
speech to tbe people, and in the mostsolemn manner pleaded his innocence. 
Having finished his speech, he started up with a violent struggle, and in- t 

stantly expired. His weeping companion in vain attempted to u\voke 
him. Alas ! the strong power of his imagination had so v.orkrd upon his 
mind, as to cause iipmediate death. 



r ■ 
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ideas, and had scrch an effect as to occasion hex to^^ 
init up a kihd of slnqy matter, resembling both, in 
•aceclt and aprpeaTiince, the running iA-om tlxe yj^ra. 
^In Maroh 1807, she was frequently afflicted ^kh.bya' 
teric fits, which generally occasioned the i^ramp^^t 
'her irtomach on their leaving her,, to . remedv whiuh 
she drmkbmidfgkoi * gruel, which tfao^ it scalded b^r 
lips and mouth, she feltino.pain arising from it i^ Ah^* 
^sttHiiacb, or any disagreeable effects ;r any tUiog'.flf 
}es$ ^at occasioned a sense ofcoldness^ and diffused 
a ebiiiness ail over the body . ... r , . ; ,/. 

Roasted potatoe seemed to betiieJast thing that re^ 
ttaiBed its proper -reUsh* She first -took to her bed for 
a continuance on Easter-Tuesday^ April 14, 1SQ7;; A 
iew dajs prior to that she eai ^out half a potato^; 
IB 14 'days after this she sucked half: ao orange, ^nd 
eat a queen cake and half ; from this time until Wed- 
:irtesday the 20th ^f May following, she took nothing; 
3i>ut te^, without; ftj^edixfij^ ^x^iyefj ^,(^on ^fterwarm 
omitted to use sugar, or uny tbiisg .cW be$i(jte^Jtbe 
mere infusion of the bert> (and that not very strong) 
as she found that sug^ar did not agree vrith ber. Friam 
the beginning of her iUIness^^e b^s affvay^ been ^;pu. 
bled witb Aatqlepcy, which still continues, and seems 
to bp her principal ailment. Sb^alwaysfeelsasenseof 
distention at her stomach, whic|;iattimej»is so oppres- 
sive as to threaten suffocation ; but instantly on dis- 
persion of the wind she feels relief. On jtbe 2pth of 
May she ventured to swallow |i small piece of bii^it, 

* The above statcmjents ^11 be fotrod to agree enactly with tke account 
given by Mr. Taylor, in tbe Medical Journal of Koyember ISOB; which 
from tlie corroborat^g testiQiony of A. Moor, 89 well as the yoaniBr >vo- 
loen wiio attended her, I have no ^oubt are perfectly comet ; but on pams- 
ing Mr. Allen't account, in the Journal 'of January ) 909, I And tbat he 
ioBtnoatcs, UiatMr. T. has exaggerated these civeimisteiioeB ;• f shall 
tlkerefore, fur the information of pny readers^ annex both Mr T» aod Mr. 
A's acconuts at full length, and mention a few remarks which occur to me 
. on comparison of the two statements. 
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knt ;it \^as ijnimediaterly vomited upag^«wit}i tbempst 
€:icc^uciatihg ](iait), accompanied witK blood* 

No person , she siivf ^ possessed of tbe least itajto*- 
iiity. dr feeling, tovln ever desire to see her eat, were 
it possible for them tt^ conceive the e^sUcoie miseiy H 
gives her. Ti>e last solid. f bod ivluch she ever tcxilt 
was in the latter end of Jupe 1801, and that 6iily a few 
black currants which wete given to her,. 9jad whidk 
lasted several diays. On the 3d or 4th of August .she 
had a stool in the wzy of dmrrha^a *^ ai^d .diat was the 
last intestinal evttcuation shb ever had* From tfa]3 
tjima she gradually diminished in her quaiitity of U*^ 

3uids^ sometimes omitting to take any for two or thpree 
ays together. 

Her evacuations hy urine at this time were the same 
as any person^s in health. She once changed her com- 
imon tea for on^n. tea^ thinking it might perhaps s^ree 
bettet with her ; but she soon disqontinued it^ add re^ 
took to the former*. Her strengUi has gradually dev- 
creased, though her spirits keep their usual standard-, 
and are sddbm a£fected« She is particularly suscq)-* 

ftible <^GOld^ and.perspiration is frequently obstructed 
from the slightest causes. Her head and left side are 
never free it6m pjiin, so that she has no sound sleep 
nieht or day. 

In this deplorable eonditi^n, without scarcely a 
f rleml in the world, she cpntinued^ labouring uudf^ 
the greisLt^t distresses ; she had not even sufficient 
;<^lothes to cover her bed, and during the winter of 
1307 she had not the least fire to warm herroomy 
which itiust be e:!^trem(;ly cold, the snow and raio 
beating through the tiles, &c. 

The conduct of several medical gefitlemen in the 
neighbourhood, whose opinions had comf>lete sway 
over the minds of the inhabitants of Tutbury, render- 
ed it a necessary act of self defence for her, to wish 
for an investigatipA of the fact which she assekted. 
Most of the medical gentlemen alluded to, had no 
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^tbdr reason fot their assertions than the conclusions 
they immedi^ely made on feeling her pulse, which 
they all niaiiRained ii^re too strong and natural for a 
person in the jskuatioin she pretended to be; Every 
idte tale was laid hold^Of, in order if possible, to con- 
firm her guilt, such asher sending to buy jallop, using 
bacoii, being overheard at tea, changing the shop 
where she was reported to have bought these things, 
6n the messenger being interrogated whom they weie 
fojf", &c. &c. 

-"Upon Reflection it is surprising that people should 
have been guided so far by their prejudices, as to 
suffer these trifling circumstances, even had they 
been true, to operate so powerfully in their minds, 
agaitist the woman, whose guilt had never betrayed 
itself by a single inconsistency of self-contradiction, 
to the invincrible incredulity of hundreds of sceptical 
enquirers ; nor been confused into detection by the 
enquiries and examination of the most respected 
medical men. 

Her piety, however, was the means of still preserv- 
ing her one advocate in the Rev; Mr. Hutchinson, to 
whom she often expr^sed a wish that such an inves- 
tigation might be made as would satisfy every one 
beyond a doubt. 

In consequence of which Mr. H. consented, and 
Mr. Taylor was engaged to come from Lang-End for 
that purpose. It is said that on the day of hns arrival 
(which was on Monday the 12th of September 180S>) 
Nanny's daughter passed under tiie window of the 
room where he was, several times, from which circum- 
stance it was immediately suspected that a timely 
elopement of the accomplices was about to take 
place and would save them any further trouble on 
the occasion, but these suspicions proved to be 
groundless. 

She was waited npon by Mr. Tr the same evening 
at her own house^ where be found two young women, 
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who were silspected of being her accomplices. Aftef 

using very severe language in order to strike them 

more forcibly, and to let them know he was not to l>o 

imposed npon^ her voice appeared affectedly faint, 

but her countenance did hot show the least signs of 

confusion, her pulse at that time were about 74 in a 

minute. Although these were circumstances rather 

against her, th^re were other arguments which tended 

to confirm her asseruons, viz. the extremely ema- 

iciated state of her body, and the pleasure ^hich both 

she and the womea expressed in what was about to 

be done; also the ivoman's willingness to submit to 

any thing that was thought necessary for the satisfac- 

iion of the pliblic. The young women being asked if 

±hey would consent to her being removed to another 

house, at first hesitated, saying that it would be very 

likely to kill her ; iMit Nanny perceiving that people 

:wouIa immediately construe this into a confession of 

imposture, cheermlly $aid that they might do with 

Jier whatever was thought proper, for she should 

consider herself perfectly safe under the hands of 

Mr. T, 'The young women then expressed great 

pleasure, and hoped that they should soon be clear of 

the unfounded charges that were laid against them, 

and more ^especially as his conduct seemed to be 

more liberal than m^ny others of his profession who 

had before seei^.her, and without searching nynutely 

into the case, pronounced their opinions against her, 

thus leaving her to the virulence of tier enemies, 

many of whom, l.^m inclined to think, were more 

^et against her on account of her religious principles, 

than their own incredulity ; which argument I am 

compelled to bring forward on the evidence of their 

imputing to the woman, a depth of artifice far more 

improbable than the simple fact which she asserts and 

maintains. On the same evening Mr. T. went a 

second time by surprise, and overheard the language 

•f persons regaling themselves in Nanny's room : 
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he iminediately required to be admitted, which was 
iotttadtly complied wUfa. On hi$ entrance, he re^ 
fpie^ted ever^ pers6n to leave the woman : her 
dM^tdr was m bed with her; however^ she covered 
herself immediately^ and wkh Hannah Birch (the per^- 
fion irb^ was mostisonstantly with her) went.out into 
a neighbour's house. When Mr. T* w^ left alone 
with me woman, be .examined the room, and fou^d a 
basOQ of milk and a slice of bread, and likewise saw 
muy cnuabs about Naony^s bed,, where Birch had 
been eafing her suipi|per. These circumstances ope^* 
Tited Veiy powerfully onidie miind of Mr. T. and he lA 
the most solemn and impressive manner addressed 
himself to her on the oocasioiv But the serenity 6f 
her coontcDance remained unchanged, not the leait 
sign of confusion appeated, and she heard him with 
the most afibcttDg humiiji^tton andmoekness. No ac%. 
county fmbriealed or true^-oould establish an evidence 
agaidst her greater than Uiat virhick Mr* T. here wit- 
nessed himself < And what did tha^ jprove ?*«^othing, 
unless it was the woman's simplimty ; ^inpe it very 
plainly shottrs, that she took no pains t6 prevent 
suspicions, HkOr any care to comfete the prcfjjudiciai 
reports that were spread against her. It is well 
known that, befote the investigation, she had abund- 
ant opportunities to eat, but that sb^ did eat, no 
indiviQiial has been able to assert, q^ nnf odier 
groutid dian his own supposition. 

she having consented to be removed, Mr. T. went 
round the towifi to procure a number of ^e vnost re- 
spectable inhabitants for the watch, and he made i^ 
bis first principle to espunge those wImi, in his opi- 
nion, were in the least degree liable to be imposed 
npon, or of a disposition that might be suspected 
would connive at imposture. He admitted no person 
but snch as most vehemently objected to the verity of 
the foct. In short, he himself thinking tliat she^roold 
be found an impostor, left no means untried thajtmighjt 
be of use to prove her such. 
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Mr. H. Jackson luving a thoronj^h knowledgq^ of 
the itihabitftnts, took upoa himself &e tr(mble of set* 
ting the «Fatch ; and he being' of the^ most invincible, 
incredtiUty , was well qualified for the purpose. When 
it was known thatNatmy bad b^n under watch ftri 
forty hours, and wad ehallen^n^ tijie investigatioii^ 
great numbers of pee^, merely from euriofsitV) came 
to oifer their service, da that there was not the least 
difllculty in procuring a shffieient number for the pur- 
pose. The princfp^ e^e thait remained to Mk^^ 
Jackson, was the maiecihing of people of different qua** 
IHiciMdons together, hi su^h a manner, as to alFprd ai 
greater security, and that the wsrtch should be-ootf^ 
stantly and faithfully k€pt. In Order to which, such 
a^ man and wife, bn^lher and sistet, &c. were herer 
suffiefred to attend at the (lame time, nor any persontir 
that were Bk^ly to be iitfluenced in keie feV««a?i* 

ThQ Wakth "WB/s ^netMy dbanged every fourhouvsy 
and ^fd^her safisfacficftt, .pla^aMrdsl:#^t@ stuck up itk< 
different jseffts of tb« tdW¥», attflcWMirug^ ♦* ThisiiiC' 
to maiYitai% tbat A^n Mdor hac^ tdkeft lid'^ioufiisfbi- 
ment since Tuesday afternooii at thfee^d^dlocdL, amib' 
is truly and constantly watched. All p^tdons av^ 
herebiy chaHeivged td' diili^f ove the fact, ai^ may 
watch for themselv^s^ 'during the further; period ci 
tifxie that shall by medical' con^ultatUMtod^tei^ 
to estafaKsh the sanie.^'^ . . 

On Tuesday the 1 dtb of September ste was r&mor^ 
ed to the house of Mr. Jackson, who was' a m^t deu 
cided objector to the-wotiiafn^s veracity, and'Wh<>^suf» 
fered her to come t6 his house^ merely that th^ impoa«. 
ture, as he thought it, might be brought to light, and 
the woman m<set the es^osnre and pUnisbtiient due t6 . 
her hypocrisy. Thus by going there she losit, had it 
been a cheat, the only and last opportutiify of self- 

^ Ab^ ftrrfher satisfbetiftii ta Um teader, a' Hit ei'umaH ofthe jp<iso«» 
wh» attbq ded Um watcb,. is given at the end of ibis nainiti¥ei 

B 



defcft^e.'.Scpai'ated from th^ .pei-s.ons.wh^ llid\$<Ien 
suspected xitf.mding her iii t^eimp&atui^e ;r surrounded 
i)n\ all sides.liy. . enemies, and; ia i thQ.h^usje. of one j^$ 
much oi: more* so than any df the resjt— rwh^t r€fiK))\rtqQ 
had she ?— none. An exposiiionlwas inetvit^blc,.:had 
she, be^A an. impostor. Notlwnig -but .the conscious 
ness oj her own innocence cQuld haVe .^igedriiQr ^o, 
challeLnge ^uch.an investigatioii? - ; . ;; -i-jlr •:.;r: . ._• 
. -It was tbpngbtby many, th^-t N^nn^y- woijjd- gpij9LtQ. 
fite.on .her remo^vj^l, .but not Jh^ least. symptom. .wa^; 
discovered ;,,she boro it much betti^r 'th^n GQu)d b^wc<2 
bei?o: e:xpected, and appo^ared vj^ry/cheerfHl.apdtfkJkr. 

!: The Watdi began tQ.sit w thfe ^^tternoon pf-.hejR.fg-. 
moval, a^ tbrc.<e^o\'iock ; her pulie at.that tiujer. jif^rie . 
Tery weak»:atHl.aWut.€8 inan^ip^te:;. her3pirits,wer4?j. 
also a little d.epress^d. , Th^Tid^y.aftoejrsbebada&Mght. 
fever, .whjfth wa^>probably odeasioned by taking, ppid 
in? pas9ing:.throi»gh .i;he opennir. oil her removal ;, it. 
caused: her puke to be consid^n^ly incref^d. . .{>u. 
ring, the first three days of lier«;xanH.nation /she ^waU 
l<iwed about an ouiic§ ^d half Qf. water,, but Mn T« 
jhappening to come into .the room whi4^t she was 
swailow.if)g ^pme, 9Dd pbsQiring the misery it gave 
Ii0r, tmd the yjol^pt rising of.tb^ wind resisting its pas^ 
s^w^ he di|^u$L44i^...ber iro9i;Jt^ing ^ny moje.^ :She 
followed his advice, and found every effect ;fcHr which 
she draiik th^ wate^r^ answered by wiping her mouth out 
with a, moistened rag, and ha^n^veryentured to$\yaU 
low any- Uc|ui4 since. At tbo time of the investiga- 
tion snQ usufdly rendered about a pint of urine in two 
dq,ys/:i¥bich .^^as of a stronjg offensive, smell. Her 
puise were fy^ .79 to $2 in a general Wj^y, but have 
at partrcuiar times, been both liigher: and lower tl^an 
that number, yet always, as st;*ong and with as n^uch 
regularity as people in health. Micturition took 
place .sometimes towards- the latter end of the watcl)^ 
only once in'tiVo or three days or more*, and in less 



quantities, giving h^r considerable pain. She conti-!** 
nueil evidendy in better health than at the time of jber^ 
removal, and has (except now and then) made w!a|:0r 
and perspired freely as persons in health ijlo; and only » 
for a few inconveniences, might be gaid.tQ be in per* 
feet health herself. < -;r . \ - ; :■. 

On Thursdigiy afternoon, the firstweekiof the ;watchV> 
Mr. Birch, surgeon, at Ba^ton-under^Needwooidr 
visited her, At which time a very minute e;K9mipation 
of her body took pl^ce, and having fitnceseOn her my*. 
sel4 lagree with both that gendeman and. MEr.. Taylor,^ 
in:pronouncing her jForm to be the, mi^tst wonderful- 
phenomenon ever witnessed. She U certainly .the 
most emaciated creature that eves existed, ihough she 
has less of the facies hipocratica * thpn is commpo 
to consumptive patients. — ^There is no appefirancep^ 
any entrails in the abdomen, or lower^ belly ; all the 
parts appear to be drawn up and lost under the brea$t 
bone and ribs* .The spine may, without much paint 
to the woman, be easily felt by pressing your hand 
upon the. abdomen. The aorta, or great art;ery which 
rises immediately out of the leftventricle pf thehesurt„ 
may be pressed towards the spine, and by holding the 
integuments across it, with the thumb aqd finger, its 
pulsation and circumference may be easily perceived.. 

She measures round the hips 30 inches, round the 
loins ( without compression*) 26 j^ incbf^s, and oyer the 
breast 28^ inches. 

The watch continued until the 27th of Sept, that 
day being the sixteenth which she biad been constantly 
attended day and night. It was now the fourteenth 
month of her total abstinence from all food, and the 
thirteeath day of her being without even water, and 
she said, that she felt hersdf stronger and better than 

. ^ Facies hipocTatica« u when the nostrils are sharp, the eyes hoUov, 
the temples low, .the tips of the ears contracted, Uie forehead dry aii4 
writiklc<l, and the cpmplexion pale and livid, 

B2 
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{^^'bad been £&f more than a week back, land remain- 
^ iiii <:hatt)r aDd dieerful as ever, in the afternoon. 
<5rfTh<ifsikj fbe^Sih, cdntinuiiig well, she was remov- 
^'t^her forttterliabitatiofi. ; < - * . u 

Fffotii tbistittye she continued 'tnuob the ^ame as she 
had been during the investigation, 'tecept a gradual 
diiiatfimk>h trf ' *HN- ^enk visit which I 

i0a<fe iiPi Afercti^ 160!^^ 1 fo«ind her in s|>irit5 and 
hc^tlfe,! msith vais usoal, though her strength was 
corrtid^|fa^y tiimimshed: ghe tias not power now 
t6 m6^e Mr' legs "Without ^ststamre, and all the 
puetf& fdf iitt b0iy bel'oiw the hips appear to her. as 
if IhGy *liiere ckadi — On raising herself up (winch 
^ti dt^ ^ the «tre#i^h of -her arms ) these parts give 
htfr a s^s*tioft, as if some heavy substance was fas- 
tened tb*^n 

The cfu^fAtityidf urine Jiad also considerably lessen* 
^ ; ^^ tai^^h^f ^in>« bcflrween tte periods <rf nric- 
tifrttibft g*aliiully incPeased,*'*so that when I saw her 
l^^it-httd ii^ talien place for smteeh days; «ndwas 
th^n Iffl^^tmtliry; and in i^uch smaii quaiTthies as 
»(titti:t\y' t^hfpettwr^. She hias almost continixal 
geXlMVinQ^' it aer ivead, whiclh^ ^s/be thinks in ^somc 
zn^astitiei^ t^ <«urse -af a per|lctaal tiead-ach, tb«t 
sb^ i^ ^ISittied 'wit^. It is renrarkable, -dnt these 
kin^d ^ -abscf^^es whieh form in her head, ateiaiways 
preceded %y shJlfi^n^ing fits, resembling the a^e, &oan* 
which indication she can foretel their -approach. 

^e Itas for -sbme time past discontinued 'the use of 
iHtiiteM^ -l^g, which s^be iisoA to wipe' her. mouth 
With, as -she Tierer feds any occasion for it. Her 

^ Stnec my visit ib 9far(^ >S09, Anne trifling alteratioM liave taken 
place, nvtiid) k wtll^baw^srTdate i^-m^tike ht^ had no i&iad- of evacuation 
whatever, fl nee Jaly 18(19, except by iosensiUe perspiration; she cannot 
with ease lie down in bed, therefore is always in a reclined posture ! In 
my Ibimer^'ges, I .fatfve omitted the ciromnBtsace of her taking snwif, in 
iR^ch flAie iflfitilgeB henelf pnstty freely. Her •pirftg continue modi tbe 
same, and she is equally talkative And cfaearfiil. 
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mouth'iteis always a 'SBfftcien<;j of^siiUTa, to fciaep^-it |n 
e pfdper stfirto of moistnre, but never so much tfe^to 
lOt^castoti'Her to «wallo!«?i 

She canwot endure peopl« in tlic't<obm vrfio* bavie 
taken the smallest qljantity of malt-<^r spiritteoitl^ . 
liquorsf; tile fumofr or their breath aflfo^-Sitp ii^s^iirTi 
a manner, as to caosc' a giddiness itv-feiji* head fifee 
that fde by a petsijm in Uqttoi'j fl*tc nd«4w*th vfelettt 
•sickness and iltness': yet the fat(jfi!d of smoafeih'g 
tobacco do not ta ttio Ifeftst affect bdh'^^ 

Thus it appears^ that fehe' has rtoit taken rftele^. 
particle of sowd ifeod-sirtoe Jcnte IW% nor imy kitrd 
of liquids since. October. 180S; : - 
' I mre DOW givew^llkhe pattktolors that ane vrorthy 
of notice, from tk* b^irtning to the pi^es^nt j>erit)d of 
jher existence: Sii^h^ Jdi exttraordiWttry tektaiioe ba» 
n6i?<6r bfeen before estrf)lished' witfl ptoiifs so utm^- 
niable. Thw; is aliving'-lact> whlfeli-oontinUes t»e?t- 
-cite the greatest cariosity^ ^ '" " . * • 

T6 account fbr the ffleafls4>y Wfciditbe anirflalfbttcr- 
tiorts are carried otiin 'thif^ofjmB,4^ a tusk ^ich fii- 
ipoiit sets physiotegy at defiance, Attthte-opirtiofijrthftt 
can be brooght f<>rvtafdJ coneemingiity ar^'but'ieon- 
jectural: the following probably may be as rationjrl 
as any that have been yetadiitrtfed: Ftbnr the ex- 
tremely emaciated state of her body, and the length 
of time she has been without any kind of aliment, 
it is impossible that she can have any internal source, 
from wnence a. supply uf the necessary juices can be 
obtained. Air seems to be the means by which life 
MS still maintained, as siie caimot endure without a 
fresh current of it contiuHuUy admitted into herroc;m, 
for which purpose the chamber window is always open 
even in the coldest weather. 

It is well known, that the atmosphere is not a sim- 
ple substance, but composed of difFcreut principles 
which may be analyzed. 

'21 parts ©f oxygen and 13 of azote oonstitut<* 
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atmospheric air, which is the common recej^ti.cl^ of 
atl that can be reduced to vapour' at the varu>us de- 
grees of temperature and pressure, containing an 
assemblage of mineral, vegetable, andanimalmatters, 
from the earth. Water,^ in particular, is absorbed 
in , great quantities, and remains in a state of vapour, 
which is imperceptible to the eye. Indeed the air is 
never free from some portion of it, which may be 
known by taking a glass tumbler that is perfectly dry, 
into a warm rooin, and putting therein some cold wa- 
ter from the pump, you will immediately see the 
water w)iich was contained in the air, condensied and 
fall upon the outside of the glass. 

Chymists have ascertained that hydrogen is the 
ba^is of animal fat. (or rather oil, while the body is 
living, as it^ caloric or heat preserves it in a state of 
fluidity). Therefore when We consider the quantity 
of hydrogen that abpunds in the atmosphere, as well 
as the large portion contained in water, is it not pro- 
bable that the woman (by some process of the anipial 
economy, produce.d by means of hydrogen) collects 
from the decomposition of both, a sufficient quantity 
of animal oil to preserve the body in existence ? 

"^ W^ter is cmupoied of 95 paits of oacygen and 15 of hydrogeo. 
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Nai}\es of the Persons who composed the TVatcii: 



Mr. Thomas Allen 
Elizabeth Tipper 
^ Miss Davenport 
Mr. John Woodroffe 
— H. Jackson 
Susanna Smith 
Miss H. Butler 
Mr. Charles AUen*^ 
Miss M. Tabbercr 
.Mr. J. Jfackson^Jun. 
— Barker 
Miss M. Coic 
Mr. W; Qreatprex, . 
Ann Yates 

Mr. Jno. Jat^kson, Sen 
Mrk Anp Jackson 
Mrs.- Dodswoith 
Mr. T, Greatorex 
Hannah Qascoih 
Mr. Rbbotham 
Ann Dorman 
Mr. Herbert Allea 
Miss M. Jackson 
Mr. ^wan, Sen. 
Miss M. Twogood 
Mr. I^ Hanson, Sen. . 
Miss Rachel Twogood 
Mr. Qeorge Hanso,n 
John Gascoin 
Mrs. Grefitorex 
Mr. Prfitt 
Sarah Coat^s 
Mr. Hitchcock 
— R. Smith 
Hannah GreatotreK 
MissS. Coy 
Mr: S. Higgin ' 

— W.SWMl 

Mn. Pratt 



Samuel Robinson - 

Sarah Ford 

Mr. H. Swan; Jun. 

FJizabetb Leedham 

Mr. trettbn 

Mrs. Artlmrs 

Mr. W. Hanson 

Miss R. Cox 

Fraocis Strettoa 

Jane. Mottram 

Mr. T.Arthnri 

MissMi'liOirt 

Mr. Ci Podswwth 

Mrs. -Martin 

. Mr. Jacksod " 

^- S'. Jackson* 

•— Eason 

— R, Hanson, Jun, 
Sarah Wii'ght 
Mr. C'ockran 
John Ford- . . 
Miss £• Knowies 
Mrs. Emery 
Joseph Madkin ' 
Mr.'R. Eipeiry 
Mrs. Ghambedain 
Mfr. Emery 
Hanilafh Wain 
Mr. Edwraird Kilbum 
Ann Owen 
James Tipper 
Ann' Clarke 
Thomfid Tipper ^ 
Mr. Lort 
Mi\ Wobley 
Mr. W. Hblbrook 
Mrs. Archer 
— Hatchet 
Thomas Scotton 



Mr.EIey' 

Miss Moor 

Mrs. Cooper 

Francis Xelecdhan 
V Mary Mih^n'^ - - 
.^. Mi|8'£.'ButJer 

Mr. I^ees 
. Miss X^gli^ 

William AUen 

Mary Beeson 

James Pratt 

MH..Sb<!rfatt .. 

Baii(. Greatorex 

Elizabeth Scoiton: 
^h0mas Salt' 

Sarah Salt 
Anthony Buxton^ 
Sarah Coates 
JbhnWain 
John Codpeiii 
Mary Swain 
Mr.' J. Wooley . 
Mrs. Jackson 
Mr. I, Holbrook '• 
Mri Hitchcock ■ 
Mr. John Higgin 
Miss &niftbn 
John Stonestreet * 
William Yates 
Miss E. Sheamons 
Mn Shipton 
Mrs. ^itham 
James Hall 
Mary Taylor 
Thomas Hanson 
Fetcr Bawn 
Elizabeth Tipp 
Emma Ford 
Charles Allen 
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The following are exact copies of the two state- 
ments alluded to in page 12, under thelattef of which 
are placed a few occa^Qnal remarks. 



** To the ]^4itqps of the Medkal a^nd Phyfiqaljoumal. 
" Gentlemen, 

" Though I have declined the practice of my 
profession, I shall ever consider it my duty to pro- 
mote its interests, and Vc^ Contribute the mite which 
Provideioce may put in my w^y for the good of soci* 
ety, and the advancement of science. I- trust I am 
solely actuated by this principle in eliciting, through 
the medium of your libe^ miscellany, the opinions 
and theories of my medical brethren, on tlie remark- 
able facts'\yhich, I hair^ been engaged to ascertain. 
There is nonliving in ti^ village of Tutbury, in 
Staffordshire, a woman named Ann Moor, in whom 
nature ^ppe.at's to have " estab^ii^bed a mere circulating 
recumbent life, without thip uWjStl essential qfniit^ 
cious juices* It appears from' her asseverations^ which 
I am compelled to adtnit on tb^ subsequent testimo- 
ny of actual demonstration, that this striking via^i^ty 
of constitution has* b6en' the work of many years* 
The'consisteiic'y of her whole: nari*ation, astd the main 
fact, is. itsidf. a forcible cividetice of ber int^ferlly. 
But I have taken pains to g^ve it all the coniirmation 
that a human circumstance eoi^ld admit, or the niost 
determined increduhty suggest. All the persons f6r- 
merlj^ .^bout her, have been removed, and she has 
been taketi to the house of a most decided olrie'ttor 
to her veracity ; and two person's in succession* have 
watched day and night. Placards have been stuck up, 
maintaining these facts ; and the sceptical invited to 
witness or take part in the investigation. 

" It has been announced in the Derby paper, and 
the medical men of that place acquainted with it 



both by letter and personal interview. But as. to evi- 
dence, I need not afHrm further, than that it has not 
left an individual in the place un^atisiied^.^nd remains 
at this time a notorious fact that continues to invite 
the inquiry, and challenges disproof before all the 
world. She had been decUoing in health a long time, 
and thiaks she had not been an hour free from pain 
in licr left side for nine years previous to her first at- 
tack of Anore^QT ; which she imputes to her washing' 
out the :lineii «f a person atfected with scrofulous 
ulcers ; in consequenee of which she lost aU desire of 
food, and yielded her work on the 4th of November, 
1806. From that time till March, the amount of suste** 
nance taken did not exceed the ratio of § £> per diem, 
her strongest drink being tcia, but without milk or 
Cream ; whatever she tooky recalled to her imagina- 
tion the strong smell of corruption, which at first dis- 
ordered her; and the slimy naatter which she fre^ 
quently vomited up from toe mere recurrence of the 
id^a, seemed to have the appearance. and scent that 
had offended. 

" In March, 1SQ7, ^he was afHicted with strong fits, 
which usually left the cramp in her stomach ;. to reme- 
dy which she drank boiling hot gruel,, which, though 
it scalded her lips, had no disagreeiible effect on. her 
sIXM^aph ; and any thing of inferior, heat gave a sense 
oC cold, and caused rigors. She first took to her bed 
for a contis)iuahc.e, on the 1 4th of April, 1807. 

" On the 20th of May foHowing, she attempted to 
swallow a bit of biscuit, which was immediately reject- 
ed with dreadful vomiting, and blood. 

** In.tbe latter eud of June, she took the last sub- 
.stancjR she ever swallowed, being a few black currants. 
Her last evacuation, (e recto) was by diarrhoea, and 
took place on tl)e 3d of August. Since which time, 
she has fallen off also in the quantity of fluids, omi.t- 
ting to. take any (at times) two days together. Her 
commoA tea bajsi been, once varied for onion tea* 
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HcV strength she allows to ha vis decreased, but her 
spirits and mental energy nev6r have, though shcf is^ 
frequently taking cold from the slightest causes/ Nor 
is her head ever free from pain. 

" In the course of the first three days of thp inves- 
tigpation, she swallowed in the whole about 5 i 6 of 
water ; but happening to step into the room while she 
was swallowing it, the extreme misery of deglutition, 
and the violent rising of wind resisting its passage 
to adeffree that almost seemed to threaten suffocation, 
induced mc to dissuade her from taking any inore, 
while the experiment that was to vindicate h!er vera^ 
city continued. She has followed my; advice, and 
finds every good effect attained frdm the occasional 
cleanskig her moiith with a moistened rag ; as the for- 
mer object had been only to relieve her of a sickly 
faintish taste in the mouth. There has lately been 
a slight appearance of the menses, which she had 
■thought completely to have ceased. She renders an 
average of a pint of urine in two days ; which is^very 
offensive, and of a high colour ; and her skin is always 
nioist. But the greatest phaenomenon is her extreme- 
emaciation, though she has less of the facies hipo- 
cratica than is common to c6nsumptive patients, and 
is remarkably cheerful and urbajie, possesses a far 
greater stock of ideas and intelligence than is to be 
found commonly in her sphere of life. Her circum- 
ference, measured round the loins, is 20^ inches, 
across the chest 28^J, and across the hips 30 inches. 
Thore is scarcely the trace of any viscus to be felt in 
the abdomen ; the bladder, uterus, and its appendages, 
arc sunk beneath t!ie arch of the pubes, and every 
thing else- (that might be ) is drawn up under the ribs, 
so that it cannot be perceived. From the lowest rib, 
the integuments, descending to the osSaillii form an 
ejiipty cord-like folding, and at the umbilicus the fla- 
cid narietes abdominis may be readily rubbed over 
the lumber vertebrcp, and. no kind of substance felt to 
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intefvene. The grand trunk of the .aoi-ta may h^ 
traced by the finger from the place most immediately 
under the ensiform process of the sternum, where the 
loose integnment. is drawn upon it, nearly to its 
bifurcation. It may be drawn a little from its situa- 
tion over the spine, and thus by holding the skin across 
it with my thumb and finger, I have been able to 
make it apparent to the bye-standers, as they thus saw 
both its shape and pulsation. 

•The watches have been faithfully kept, and (what- 
ever may have wrought the difference if it exists) she 
says she thinks she is better and stronger than she 
has been these six months, and is certainly improved 
in health since her removal ; her pulse has kept the 
standard of health, with daily exacerbations. She 
sleeps well, and enjoys a remarkably serene and hap- 
py mind. Her voice is strong, ana holds out the full 
female exercise of that faculty. Her muscular power 
is such, that she cj\n conveniently raise and support 
herself in bed. Thus, Gentlemen, the watch sitting 
at the time that I write this (which must cease to-mor- 
row, as I engaged to see the woman safely returned 
to her habitation before I returned home) it is now 
the 16th day that she has been under the strictest scru- 
tiny; and the 13th day that she has abstained from 
all finids. She is now better in health than when the 
examination was instituted ; and as far as from the 
corroborating teistimony of this evidence her veracity 
may be admitted, the 14th month that she has subsist- 
ed altogether without aliment. 

^* I liave simply stated facts, which, in the hands of 
the exalted Loversof Physiology that read your Jour- 
nal, may be in the way ot rendering that assistance to 
Philosophical Research, which will amply remunerate 
my labour. I would forbear myself olVcring anv the- 
ory, being confident of my incompetence, and that 
even the pursuit of such an object, would rather les- 
sen the validity in the eyes of men of science, of what 
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might have been better established by a fair arid- un- 
biassed narration. But in committing this to your 
care for publication, I shall anxionBly wait for instruc- 
tion from others, in the channel through which it has 
so often flowed to me. 

I am, &Ci 

. ROBERT TAYLOR, 

l^ne^Endf Slnffordshire, Member of the Royal College of 

Sept. 28, 1808. Surgeons, London." 



*^ Further Account of (he Case of Ann Moore, vi c 
Letter addressed to Z)?\ Denman. 

^* Had Mr. Taylor told me of his intention to send 
An account of A'nu Moore to you for immediate pub- 
lication,* I might have supplied him with some fur*- 
•ther information respecting her case, f But as he did 
not^ and as I saw her daily during the time of hifc 
investigation, and made my own observations, I take 
the liberty of sending you the following statement^ n^ 
questing you to publish it, if you tliink it deserving 
of a place, in the Medical Journal. 

*' When I was first informed of the situation of Aon 
Moore, I must confess my suspicion that the report 
arose from some fraudulent motive; one of: those 
wonderful histories sometimes obtruded upon the 
public, which on examination are found to be void^of 

* This docs not appear to becorrcv^t ; Mr. Taylor certainly did inform 
Mr. Alien of his intentions, previous to his sending Ann Moor'i<rascto the. 
Medii*»l Journal, and that too in the presence of Mr Bott. Mr. A. xhost 
prohaoly lias forgot this circumstance. 

f It is much to be regretted that Mr. Allen, if be i-? possessed of the 
further information which he speal^rs of, should keep it back j as 6Tcrv 
rircumstance relative to so cxtraoniinary an afiair must certainly hobotti 
int<:resUng to the public and useful to science* Wby then has ho omitted 
to state these particulars oftlie case iu question ^ 

It is very Evident thnt Mr. A^s letter does n(>t contain the least addi- 
tional infbnnation, but on the contrary, is very far «hurt of boin^^ so cor- 
rect a statement n» tho former; (rpm which considtirttim) )I am inclined 
to thinks thatsush ^irthei* information was never iu Mr. A's possession. 
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truth. But I am now convinced, that the account of 
her extraordinary abstinence is )3erfectly true ; be- 
canse she could not have carried on the deception 
without the assistance of many other people, anti be- 
caase many other persons, of whose understanding 
and veracity, there is no reason to doubt, must have 
been the first dupes of. any imposition. But th^ sus- 
picion of any intention to deceive was out of the 
question, by her being put under the 'Strict watch, 
for sixteen days, of several persons^^ two at least of 
whom were always present with her. 

'^ Ann Moore is about 58 years of age, of a slender 
make and fair complexion. She has been married 
many years, and has had several children, the young- 
est of^^which is -12 years old. I have fx^equently at* 
tetided her, but never observed any thing peculiar 
in her ailments. She was subject to piuHnonic com- 
plaints, but the last time I attended bet, before her 
present illness, was in February 1805; the medicines 
she took virere merely intended to relieve constipation 
of the bowels. I saw nothing of her for two years*, 
previous to this illness; nor did I ever hear a word of 
the story of her washing foul linen, or of her swallow*' 
ing scalding hot gruel, till I read of them in Mr. 
Taylor's paper. These we may allow to be somewhat 
exaggerated by a person who does not wish to deduct 
from the very extraordinary circumstances of her 
case; but with men of sense and judgment, they will 
not lessen the credibility of the most important parts 
of the account.* 

* It is easy to a<:t;ouht for Mi^. A's i^orance on this heaA, since he 
a6luiow!cdges that he bAd not seen the woman for two years previous to 
her illjiess ; and when he did see her, the violent expressions which heut* 
tered against her were not likely to indnce her to inform him of these mat- 
tefs, as she well knew that he would discredit evei^ word she said. |f 
Mr. A. will take the trouble to qa^tlon her rcspectm^ these circumstan- 
ces, he will find that there has not been any exaggeration made by Mr. 
T. but that be has merely related what came from her own lips, and which 
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*^ When the guard was set over Ana Moore for six-* 
teen days, for the express parpose of detecting any 
fallacy, if any were practised, in the first four days 
she certainly took no one thing, except about two- 
oances of water, and in the remaining twelve days she- 
took not a particle of any thing,* either fluid or solid ; 
nor from tliat time to the present 15th.day.of No\'em-* 
ber^ a period of eight weeks.. . She constantly, begs 
not to b& urged to take any thing, as the attempt to. 
swallow gives her grievous pain, from ^( as she supi-. 
poses) the wind in her stomach resisting its passage; 
Happily the poor creature has: not the least .inclina- 
tion or appetite to eat, nor any thirsts •. . ; . .: . 
- ".She has. passed no faeces since the month, of Au- 
gust 1807, though a little wind now and then escapes. » 
She has duiing tliat time voided' her urine once in 
three or four..days, .and it has always a stcong. scent, 
and is of a high. colour. Its quantity may generally 
be estimated at ;l)alf a pint in twenty-four hours. . 

*^ Ann Moore asserts, that for more than a year and 
a half, she has not taken any other nourishment than 
a little common tea without eitbor milk or sugar ;•. and: 
this assertion is confirmed by the testimony of two 
young women who have lived jvith her. 
. ^^ Her countenance is firesh and animated, and her 
voice strong ; and in the course of the sixteen days, 
Avhen she was watched, I never observed her pulse to 
vary more than three or four strokes from 80 in a mi- 
nute. 

she still asserts to be facts. From the abundant opportunities Mr. T. 
had of making obsenatipns diuin^ the tkne 9fthe investigation, aucl of 
litariijg her rep<atcdly relate every particular concerning her iUnesi, 
it is Tcry improbable tliat be should state any thiug erroneous rcspectiug 
her; therefore whetlier Mr. A. was informed of tliem or not, his igno- 
rance docs not in the least degree lesscii the truth of the facts. It is no 
difficult matter to derclupc tlie cause of Mr. A*s anhandsome insinua- 
tiohs : but before he ventures to retlect (sine vcritate) upon any person 
again, I would advise him, as a friend, to look well to the following sun* 
tence : — Slut alteram accitsat dt'lictiy eum ipswn se inthcri oiortci. 
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.. *' The chanffes produced in the external a^)pear- 
ance :of Ann Moorei seem to be just stf«h as migiit be 
expected fronii lAere w^astinff of the whole frame, par- 
ticularly of the contents and integnments of the afedo- 
nienl The viscctfa'and intestines are so shrunk as to 
occupy a very little space^ -some of them being 
scarcely perceptible. So are the abdoqminal musclos 
also, yet there is no reason to doubt but tliat they arc 
all in their natural situation ; and the case with whicli 
the descending aorta can be felt, and- sometimes seen 
to pulsate, is, I apprehend, to be attributed to the 
emaciation of those parts by which, in a state of health, 
it is concealed, 

'* Early in November she had a bad cold, with vio- 
lent fits of coughing, languor, a sense of weariness, 
ai>d increased pain in her head, to some degree of which 
slie is liable. Her pulse was then 116 in a minute, 
yet her tongue and fauces were clean and moist, and 
her skin soft and perspirable. She had not then 
voided any urine for a fortnight; and on applying my 
hand to the abdomen, perceiving the bladaer distend- 
ed, I proposed introducing the catheter; but she had 
no pain, and assured me she had often passed more 
than a week without voiding any, urine, and did not 
fear but she should soon be relieved ; and tliis accord- 
ingly happened soon after. 

** Now she is very much recovered from her cold, 
coughs seldom, and her pulse is tolerably strong, and 
not more than 80 in a minute. 

** Having related all the particulars of this, to me, 
unprecedented case, I must acknowledge my inability 
to explain them. It has been suggested, by an ana- 
tomist of high reputation, that the case of Ann Moore 
may probably be explained, by supposing there is 
some disease of the oesophagus or stomach, which 
prevents her swallowing. But, allowing this, phy- 
siology will have many difficulties to explain; parti- 
cularly hbw, without any adequate support, the func- 
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tions of life have been carried on. In Capt Bligh*« 
narrative of his passage from Otaheite to Batavia, 
there are many, circumstances related which have 
some affinity to the present case, 

*f With your permission, I will from time to time 
send you an account of jthis poor woman^s situation, 
or any material change of circumstances. 

Iam/&c. 

J. ALLEN/' 

I Tutbury Dec. 8, 1803. 
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